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used to create the informational foun-
dation of the resource center. Sources
may include those internal to the Cen-
ter (including staff expertise), but it is
expected that many sources will be ex-
ternal. Factors that may be considered
include: Strength of core competency
in the proposed area of activity; dem-
onstrated access to relevant technical
or information sources external to the
organization.

(4) Degree of integration with the man-
ufacturing extension partnership and
other technical assistance providers. The
proposal must demonstrate that the
source center will be integrated into
the system of services provided by the
NIST Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership and other technical assistance
providers. Factors that may be consid-
ered include: Ability of the target pop-
ulation including MEP Extension Cen-
ters to access the resource center; and
methodology for disseminating or pro-
moting use of the resource center espe-
cially within the MEP system.

(5) Coordination with other relevant or-
ganizations. Wherever possible the
project should be coordinated with and
leverage other organizations which are
developing or have expertise on similar
tools or techniques. If no such organi-
zations exist, the proposal should show
that this is the case. Applicants will
need to describe how they will coordi-
nate to allow for increased economies
of scale and to avoid duplication. Fac-
tors that may be considered include:
Demonstrated understanding of exist-
ing organizations and resources rel-
evant to the proposed project; and ade-
quate linkages and partnerships with
existing organizations and clear defini-
tion of those organizations’ roles in the
proposed activities.

(6) Program evaluation. The applicant
should specify plans for evaluation of
the effectiveness of the proposed re-
source center and for ensuring continu-
ous improvement. Factors that may be
considered include: Thoroughness of
evaluation plans, including internal
evaluation for management control,
external evaluation for assessing out-
comes of the activity, and ‘‘customer
satisfaction’ measures of performance;
and the proposer’s plan must include
documentation, analysis of the results,
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and must show how the results can be
used in improving the resource center.

(7) Management experience and Plans.
Applicants should specify Plans for
proper organization, staffing, and man-
agement of the implementation proc-
ess. Factors that may be considered in-
clude: Appropriateness and authority
of the governing or managing organiza-
tion to conduct the proposed activities;
qualifications and experience of the
project team and its leadership to con-
duct the proposed activity; soundness
of any staffing plans, including recruit-
ment, selection, training, and continu-
ing professional development; and ap-
propriateness of the organizational ap-
proach for carrying out the proposed
activity.

(8) Financial plan. Applicants should
show the relevance and cost effective-
ness of the financial plan for meeting
the objectives of the project; the firm-
ness and level of the applicant’s total
financial support for the project; and a
plan to maintain the program after the
cooperative agreement has expired.
Factors that may be considered in-
clude: Reasonableness of the budget,
both in income and expenses; strength
of commitment and amount of the pro-
poser’s cost share; effectiveness of man-
agement plans for control of the budg-
et; and appropriateness of matching
contributions.

§291.5 Proposal selection process.

The proposal evaluation and selec-
tion process will consist of three prin-
cipal phases: Proposal qualification;
proposal review and selection of final-
ists; and award determination.

(a) Proposal qualification. All propos-
als will be reviewed by NIST to assure
compliance with the proposal content
and other basic provisions of this no-
tice. Proposals which satisfy these re-
quirements will be designated qualified
proposals; all others will be disquali-
fied at this phase of the evaluation and
selection process.

(b) Proposal review and selection of fi-
nalists. NIST will appoint an evaluation
panel composed of NIST and in some
cases other federal employees to review
and evaluate all qualified proposals in
accordance with the evaluation cri-
teria and values set forth in this no-
tice. A site visit may be required to
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make full evaluation of a proposal.
From the qualified proposals, a group
of finalists will be numerically ranked
and recommended for award based on
this review.

(c) Award determination. The Director
of the NIST, or her/his designee, shall
select awardees based on total evalua-
tion scores, geographic distribution,
and the availability of funds. All three
factors will be considered in making an
award. Upon the final award decision, a
notification will be made to each of the
proposing organizations.

§291.6 Additional requirements; fed-
eral policies and procedures.

Recipients and subrecipients are sub-
ject to all Federal laws and Federal
and Department of Commerce policies,
regulations, and procedures applicable
to Federal financial assistance awards.
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§292.1 Program description.

(a) Purpose. In accordance with the
provisions of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology Act (15
U.S.C. 272 (b)(1) and (c)(3) and 278l), as
amended, NIST will provide financial
assistance to develop the infrastruc-
ture of the national manufacturing ex-
tension system. Under the NIST Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership
(MEP), NIST will periodically make
merit-based awards to develop and de-
ploy training capability and technical
tools, techniques, practices, and analy-
ses. In addition, NIST will develop and
implement information infrastructure
services and pilots. MEP assumes a

15 CFR Ch. Il (1-1-97 Edition)

broad definition of manufacturing, and
recognizes a wide range of technology
and concepts, including durable goods
production; chemical, biotechnology,
and other materials processing; elec-
tronic component and system fabrica-
tion; and engineering services associ-
ated with manufacturing, as lying
within the definition of manufacturing.

(b) Announcements of solicitations. An-
nouncements of solicitations will be
made in the Commerce Business Daily.
Specific information on the level of
funding available and the deadline for
proposals will be contained in that an-
nouncement. In addition, any specific
industry sectors or types of tools and
techniques to be focused on will be
specified in the announcement, as well
as any further definition of the selec-
tion criteria.

(c) Proposal workshops. Prior to an
announcement of solicitation, NIST
may announce opportunities for poten-
tial applicants to learn about these
projects through workshops. The time
and place of the workshop(s) will be
contained in a Commerce Business
Daily announcement.

(d) Indirect costs. The total dollar
amount of the indirect costs proposed
in an application under this program
must not exceed the indirect cost rate
negotiated and approved by a cognizant
Federal agency prior to the proposed
effective date of the award or 100 per-
cent of the total proposed direct costs
dollar amount in the application,
whichever is less.

(e) Proposal format. The proposal
must contain both technical and cost
information. The proposal page count
shall include every page, including
pages that contain words, table of con-
tents, executive summary, manage-
ment information and qualifications,
resumes, figures, tables, and pictures.
All proposals shall be printed such that
pages are single-sided, with no more
than fifty-five (55) lines per page. Use
21.6x27.9 cm (8%2"'x11") paper or A4 met-
ric paper. Use an easy-to-read font of
not more than about 5 characters per
cm (fixed pitch font of 12 or fewer char-
acters per inch or proportional font of
point size 10 or larger). Smaller type
may be used in figures and tables, but
must be clearly legible. Margins on all
sides (top, bottom, left and right) must
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